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Coronavirus 
                diaryBy Brianna Butler, Editor-in-Chief

I’m a high school senior and, much like my peers, I was 
looking forward to prom and graduation. I planned to play 
in several more softball games, and hopefully make an All-

District team. I was stoked for senior week, and I’ll even admit 
I helped come up with a legendary senior prank. I had dreams. 
Plans. Aspirations. 

All of these were stripped from me in a matter of days by a worldwide pandemic 
that has now reached U.S. borders. 

I don’t know who to blame, but I’ve got some ideas. 
First, I’d like to dish out some blame to everyone’s favorite Commander-In-

Chief, President Donald Trump. Thanks to him, novel coronavirus has wiped out 
more people in the U.S. than any other country in the world and he’s limited the 
U.S. from acquiring emergency medical supplies that we desperately need. 

I’d like to personally thank him for downplaying to the American public the 
destruction this virus is capable of causing, and further running the federal gov-
ernment accordingly. Our country would be in an entirely better state if the man 
himself had pronounced a national health emergency when he was advised to do so.

I’d like to blame him for the fact that every media outlet on the planet is cover-
ing the morbid state that our union is in right now, and the horrific tragedy that 
is happening in New York. I understand that people need the truth, but our truth 
might not be as bad if not for him. There might be a sliver of hope like there is in 
Italy, a silver lining like that of China.

Next I’d like to hand out blame to my generation. I blame us for taking this 
issue lightly; while other countries were quarantining, we were Spring Breaking 
and celebrating Mardi Gras. To the dismay of the World Health Organization 
and the Centers for Disease Control, my generation can’t seem to understand the 
‘distance’ part of social distancing. 

I blame us for choosing to refrain from voting and political action a few years 
ago. Maybe the most powerful country in the world wouldn’t be so powerless if 
someone else was running it.

I blame myself. With each passing day that I lounge around in my room and let 
my thoughts run rampant, I find myself guilty. I feel guilty for thinking I have it 
bad. I remind myself that seniors in 1917 and 1940 were preparing to go to war. 
I feel guilty because my high school softball senior night doesn’t hold a candle to 
the Women’s College World Series. And I’m alive, and well, unlike some. 

I find myself thinking I’m ungrateful for my circumstances. And while I under-
stand the concept that someone else’s broken leg won’t make my broken arm feel 
better, I’m human. I still feel bad. 

I’m deeply saddened by what’s going on in this country. I miss my friends, and 
Thursday, March 12, 2020, was the last time I might ever see many of them. I feel 
alone despite knowing there are millions of kids my age who feel the same way. 
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Dear COVID Diary: for three weeks now I've stayed up 
until 4:00 a.m. and slept until 1:00 p.m. every day. Except 
for the days when I have Zoom meetings. But as soon as 

they are over I go right back to sleep. Which most people think is 
weird or not nor-
mal, but I am en-
joying all the rest 
I am receiving. 

Main reason is be-
cause it distracts me 
from all the depress-
ing things going on 
around. For instance 
nobody knowing 
what's going on or 
what's going to hap-
pen. My whole se-
nior year is just up in 
the air and everyone 
is trying to cope or 
make things make 
sense but I've per-
sonally gotten to the 
point where it's...
whatever. 

I've mentally ac-
cepted the fact that 
this is the new nor-
mal and we won't 
get to experience ev-
erything we looked 
forward to for so 
long. Yeah it's pretty 
depressing, especially 
when there's nothing 

you can do. You can't really blame anyone or anything and you can't wish this 
away, but that's life and life is filled with unfortunate and crazy circumstances. 

That's the point of life. You just have to figure it out and go with the flow, 
regardless of how hard the situation is. At first I really didn't care or think that 

For those who venture out, social distancing remind-
ers like this one have become a familiar sight.

Photo by Wendy Zulueta
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Cap and Gown Delivery 
Monday, 18 May 2020

9 a.m.-12 Noon

Taylor High School will be having Graduation! 
If you still need to order your cap and gown, 

visit Balfour.com TODAY!
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It sometimes shows itself in a fake smile, a strong facade or 
weary bags under our eyes. It used to be that it would only 
rear its ugly head in our parents and trusted adults, but as 

time goes by it too has shown itself to us. 
Stress. It strikes a chord with every single one of us, in one form or another. 

However, that doesn’t mean we should let it win its fight. We are all human 
and we should therefore use this time to keep each other afloat, and what's 
the best way to do that if not by keeping a sense of humor? 

“For my family, they are still working during this situation so they are 
scared of potentially getting it (coronavirus) and what has worked best is to 
be able to laugh with their coworkers about it,” said Kerr student Kimberly 
Umana.

“Humor helps me stay distracted,” said Elsik alumni Katherine Martinez. 
Before this social distancing period happened, the coronavirus was widely 

known and made fun of. Since its arrival in the United States, the corona-
virus or covid-19, has been trending in just about every social media outlet. 

“It (social media) helps to spread awareness of how major this event is,” 
said junior Uyen Le. She also believes humor is a great way to direct essential 
information, and her favorite outlets are Twitter and TikTok. 

The Coronavirus also has another name, which very aptly put is “Miss 
‘Rona.” Most common are her mentions in Tik Toks which depict feelings 
toward the virus, most specifically our fears. 

“The humor is relatable so you can kind of find light during this pandem-
ic,” said Martinez. “It makes you realize that you’re not alone.”

Humor has withstood the test of time against many foes, including break-
ups, confusing school tornado drills and even murderous clowns. Humor is 
an effective coping mechanism that can help us keep hope that the grass on 
the other side really is greener and worth the wait. Or in this case, it's worth 
the precautions. 

 “When I’m bored I go on TikTok and there’s always a covid-19 joke on 
there to remind me of how I must take care of myself,” said Le. 

With all this extended time, most of our daily routines have been thrown 
out the window. Some are trying to recover whatever sense of time manage-
ment and routines as possible from home. If anything, during this time of 
confusion and uncertainty one can surely make time for some laughs. 

“I integrate a lot of YouTube videos and KDramas to integrate humor into 
my current routine,” said Umana.      

Focus on something happy and not just funny, for humor is a state of 
mind, and with it you can make the best of any situation. For example, if 
you don’t like what you see then create some content yourself. There are 
meme generators and editing apps that can make your humorous dreams 
come true. 

And if what you’re feeling is not the blues then you can still look to humor 
to help you cope. Humor can also help you push through anger. You may 
feel angry that you can’t see your friends, or about online assignments or 
simply the halt of normal life. 

“I’m angry at our president for not responding fast enough. He called it a 
hoax,” said Hastings alumni Robert Cruz. 

You may also be feeling confused. I know I am for I never would've thought 
I would miss my teachers so much. I’m confused as to what my role and that 
of my peers (which includes you, fellow reader) is supposed to be in all this 
mess. These feelings are completely normal and you shouldn’t neglect them. 

“This current situation feels like a dream to me,” said Le. “Every day feels 
like a Sunday and I thought I’d never say this but I miss school so much.” 

It may be hard to put down the news and focus on something that doesn’t 
accurately represent what’s going on right now, but sometimes the best thing 
to do is just walk away. Walk away from harsh realities and walk toward 
memes and TikToks. 

“I look for humor that acts like an inside joke situation rather than it be-
ing directly associated with the virus,” said Umana. “For me this is fulfilled 
by Jenna Marbles because she makes the audience feel like her best friend.”

“I don't look forward to the news,” said Cruz. “It (humor) helps me take 
my mind off this pandemic time.” 

Many of these outlets explore possible life after the corona, such as going 
to the movies or on a date, and even seeing your friends. Whatever you may 
be looking for, believe that it’s out there. 

After all, if you can laugh off something, then surely you’re processing it, 
right? 

By Daphnee Martinez, The Den Staff

When life gives you stress, give it a

Laugh

Photo by Daphnee Martinez

A
for a special senior

Considering 
she has 
b a t t l e d 

leukemia for near-
ly two years, se-
nior Camila Pelaez 
has worked harder 
than any mem-
ber of the Class of 
2020. But recently 
the news has been 
good. Her disease 
is in remission and 
Camila is now can-
cer free. Her doc-
tors are taking ex-
tra precautions to 
keep her safe from 
the pandemic and, 
while it’s been a 
tough time for Ca-
mila and her fami-
ly, the future looks 
brighter.

Spanish teacher 
Dora Ortega has 
kept in close touch 
with Camila. 
“When her mom 
shared the news 

with me I was so happy, and my heart was filled with joy,” she said. “It 
felt like a ray of sunshine in the midst of this difficult time.”

future filled with hope
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Graduation is the most anticipat-
ed event in high school. Every 
student dreams of the day they 

walk across the stage and receive their di-
ploma. As May approaches, class of 2020 
is the next up and reality is beginning to 
strike. 

College is expected, right? But what about those 
who have no desire or aspiration to continue 
their education? Some don't always have plans, 
and that's the reality of it. Then there's that over 

achieving group of scholars who you're just sure 
they're going to make it in life. Don't let any of 
that discourage you as the end approaches.

"I plan to attend HCC for a year to do a six-
month business program, then finishing my three 
years at a university because it saves a lot of mon-
ey," senior Derenesha Dandridge said. 

Though there are a lot of expectations set for 
seniors, a lot of the time things may not fall into 
place right away and that's perfectly fine. There 
is no need to fabricate the idea of being unsuc-
cessful and allowing that to lead into a depressive 
state of mind. Graduation is a time to celebrate, 

not the time to feel under achieving. 
Many events may happen after high school 

which weren't necessarily planned and that's fine 
too. That's the game of life. So not having plans 
fully set out doesn't necessarily mean you're be-
hind. Life is just playing out on its own.

"My plan after high school is to go to the mili-
tary,” senior Mileyda Larin said. “The US Army 
specifically. I also plan to attend college while on 
active duty and hope to major in biology or be-
havioral science."

By Destiny Rosario, Editor-in-Chief

Seniors, don’t sweat future plans, now that high school is over

Taylor High School hosted its 
second annual Gatsby Gala on 
March 6, which is an event dedi-

cated to showcasing the 1920s.  
The Gatsby Gala, organized by AP English III 

teacher Kelsey Roberts, originally came up with 
the concept of having the gala. For the day, the 
LGI was transformed into a ‘20s era speakeasy, 
and any student or staff member wishing to get 
in had to present the proper password at the door. 
Once inside, students could enjoy refreshments, 
films that were popular during the time period, as 
well as music and popular dances from the 1920’s 
such as the Charleston and the Waltz.

Students were also encouraged to show up in 
outfits that were representative of the era. This 
included flappers and other attire such as suit 
jackets.

“I think it’s really cool that we got a chance to 
dress up and act like we were from that period in 
time,” senior Phat Do said. “I think dressing up 
definitely gives the gala that extra element.” 

In order to gain entry into the gala, students 
were required to have an invitation as well as a 
specific password for the class period they would 
be arriving. “We wanted to keep it like a real 
speakeasy event, and make the experience for all 
students more time period appropriate,” Roberts 
said. 

”I wanted there to be a reward for the students 
working diligently in their AP classes,” Roberts 
said. “It can feel like everyone is stressed this time 
of year and I wanted to give them something they 
can learn from while having fun.” 

As for the students at the Gatsby Gala, they 
seemed to enjoy the event as they were able to 
live a day in the 1920s.

“It was a lot of fun,” senior Vanessa Vanegas 
said. “I really liked being able to have fun with 
my friends and experience the ‘20s and learn dif-
ferent dances that occurred during the time.” 

“I had a lot of fun seeing my teacher (K.Roberts) 
begin the tradition of the gala,” junior Lori Alva-
rez said, “especially since I just took the SAT and 
it was nice having a break for once, rather than 
being inside of a classroom, or reading in a text-
book.” 

Students from AP English classes, as well as 
from AP US history classes, seemingly enjoyed 

the event that took more than weeks to plan.
“I had the idea years ago when I first started 

working at Taylor, but it didn’t seem achievable 
till last year,” Roberts said. “I just really wanted 
to give the students a gala similar to the one I had 
back in high school, but better.

“I booked the LGI at the beginning of Febru-
ary and started collecting supplies a couple weeks 

ago. But it was a little difficult this time since I 
planned things single handedly. Last year I had 
help from my mom (Beth Roberts).” 

Roberts said she’s planning for another Gatsby 
Gala for students to attend next year. “I hope this 
makes students excited to learn,” she said.

“Thank you to everyone who made this experi-
ence possible.” 

Annual Gatsby Gala makes the 1920s

roar again
By LaRiyah Williams, The Den Staff

Photos by K. Roberts



Ignoring

While the United States has 
reached some all-time lows 
when it comes to teen preg-

nancy and birth rates, ignorance in re-
gards to sex is still very much prevalent. 
In the state of Texas, sexual education is 
often not taught due to a rigidly set cur-
riculum that mainly focuses on puberty 
and common health, avoiding in depth 
discussion. 

Planned Parenthood defines sex education 
as “high quality teaching and learning about a 
broad variety of topics related to sex and sexual-
ity, exploring values and beliefs about those top-
ics and gaining the skills that are needed to navi-
gate relationships and manage one’s own sexual 
health.”

“It (proper sex education) can give them (stu-
dents) advice for the future and probably save 
them thousands of dollars on a baby,” said ju-
nior Steven Vazquez. 

 Typical health education classes teach students 
about STDs, reproductive health, pregnancy 
and the most common forms of contraception 
available to teenagers. But sex education can 
help students dive into more intricate and deli-
cate topics concerning their sexuality and sexual 
preference. In turn, students of the LGBTQ+ 
community and others, can feel adequately rep-
resented and informed on their sexual autono-
my, in a safe and neutral environment. 

“I would like to see more understanding of the 
times now,” said Vazquez. 

“It (sex education) doesn’t make me feel un-
comfortable but, like, I want them to be more 
in depth and maybe probably we’ll understand 

more,” said a student who asked to remain 
anonymous. 

While we do receive reproductive and sexual 
education in our required Texas health class, it 
is incredibly partial. There is no actual sex ed 
class, and what we learn in health class is quite 
antiquated and not up to our times. Proper sex 
ed should explore consent, all forms of contra-
ception, the difference between sexual abuse, 
assault and harassment, alongside STDs and re-
productive health. 

 In our fast-paced world, we need a clear, dis-
tinctive and precise sexual education, but why 
don’t we have it? In the state of Texas, sexual 
education is not required in public schools, but 
if it is taught, the curriculum more often than 
not includes an “abstinence-only” policy. This 
means that abstinence is taught to be the only 
morally correct option for birth control. It’s not 
uncommon to hear that the only 100% way to 
not get pregnant is by not having sex, and while 
that is true, it makes students feel guilty or 
scared about looking to more flexible approach-
es of contraception. 

Many teenagers feel they receive proper and 
adequate sex education through their one se-
mester health classes, however many also feel 
generalized and that there could be more that is 
not being said. Through sex education, students 
can approach their parents with a foundation on 
a certain topic that they can then use to build a 
safe way to approach sexual activity and sexual-
ity responsibly. 

“It (proper sex education) will make us want 
to ask our parents,” the student said. 

“I would be very comfortable talking about it 
to my parents because it lets them know I’m pre-
pared,” said Vazquez. 

Some benefits of proper sex education include 

a decrease in teen pregnancies, STD rates among 
teenagers, and an increase in accurate under-
standing of consent, especially when it comes 
to sexual violence, whether in or out of a rela-
tionship.  A 2017 Centers for Disease Control 
study showed that about half of 20 million new 
STIs each year were among young people from 
the ages of 15-24. Sex education can also help 
students identify abuse and decrease ignorance 
and common misconceptions surrounding sex-
ual activity. 

A common misconception among female 
teenagers is that the birth control pill, or oral 
contraceptives, are just for preventing preg-
nancies. However, the pill can be used to treat 
numerous things, such as acne, hormonal im-
balances, ovarian cysts, mental illness and even 
one’s weight. 

Dr. Leslie Kantor, Vice President of Education 
at Planned Parenthood Federation of America, 
explained that most high school seniors in the 
United States are sexually active. By not requir-
ing sexual education, students are forced to re-
ceive their information from unreliable sourc-
es, like Twitter threads and friends, and this 
shouldn’t be the case because we are all differ-
ent. We shouldn’t expect our experiences to be 
the same.  

“It would be a lot better if it was an actual man 
or an adult or woman to actually look us in the 
eyes and tell us how things are in this life,” said 
Vazquez. 

 Don’t listen to everything you hear. While 
everyone is different, we can all be equally 
equipped with sufficient information to know 
what’s right for us. This way, we as developing 
adults can increase our awareness about our sex-
ual autonomy and how to use it responsibly. 
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By Daphnee Martinez, The Den Staff

is doing Texas students a disservice
sex education

Serving up a scholarship

Senior Kierra Wright signs a commitment letter with Langston University on March 
11. Wright received an athletic scholarship to play volleyball for the school.
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1.  Find time for yourself. Take a shower, 
shave and exfoliate, do a face mask. This will defi-
nitely make you feel refreshed. 

2.  Exercise. This will help your body feel 
rested, ironically enough. I recommend exercis-
ing in the evenings. That way you can take a nice 
shower before going to bed so you're well rested 
and ready to take on the next day.

3.  Paint your nails. With every nail shop 
being closed, take time and give yourself a mani-
pedi. This will help you feel better in these times 
of desperation.

4.  Watch your favorite movies. Rewatch 
your all- time favorite movies and shows. There 
are many platforms where you can watch either 
old or just released movies and shows. Netflix 
and Hulu are some of the better known platforms 
to watch. There are many categories to choose 
from, including romance movies for our hopeless 
romantics, action movies for our Charlie’s Angels, 
sci-fi movies for our Princess Leias, and so many 
more.

5.  Read a book. Although reading has 
become very unpopular for high schoolers, there 
are many options to choose from. The Houston 
Public Library has given us the opportunity to 
check out books at no cost. Take advantage of 
this and find yourself a good read. My favorite 
book is “The Book Thief” by Markus Suzak. 
Check it out. Reading helps to heighten overall 
brain function and increase memory. Reading will 
help you in the long run even if it doesn’t seem to 
be the best thing to do right now.

6.  Bake or cook your favorite meals. Pre-
pare some of your favorite pastries for your family 
or treat yourself with sweets. But only do this 
if you have the ingredients at home, due to the 
“stay at home” precautions that were set earlier in 
the month. It is safer for you to stay at home and 
avoid social contact. 

7.  Organize and clean your room. This is 
one of my favorite things to do when I’m bored. 
Cleaning my room not only helps me pass time 
but helps me reorganize my thoughts. If I’m not 
feeling myself, it helps to put my mind on some-
thing else. And I promise you that by the time 

you’re done you will feel like you got your stuff 
together. 

8.  Get in touch with your friends. I know 
for a fact that I have many friends that I only see 
at school. Not going to school doesn’t necessarily 
hinder our friendship but there are days where 
I find myself thinking about what they’re doing 
and how they’re doing. Take this time and Face-
time or message your friends and catch up with 
them.

9.  Try to tune out all the negative vibes. 
Listen to music, paint, make memories with your 
siblings, make TikToks, listen to more music. I 
find music to be very smoothing and maybe you 
haven’t discovered that yet. Try it out and find 
your new muse. 

10.  DO YOUR HOMEWORK! Stay 
strong and focused. I know it may feel like a vaca-
tion, but it is not. We’re still in school, therefore 
we must complete our assignments. When you 
feel bored or feel like you have nothing to do, 
study, either for your upcoming SAT, ACT or AP 
exams. Complete your homework. Trust me, you 
don’t want that to accumulate.

beat boredom
while social distancing

By Lori Alvarez, The Den Staff

Best friends can bring great joy, comfort and fun to your 
life. Unfortunately a friend can also have the opposite 
effect. Did you know bad friendships can not only kill 

your spirit but also affect your mental health? 
What is a toxic friendship? “A friend who encourages you to do something 

you don’t want to do, someone who doesn’t support you, and someone who 
always plays the victim in situations,” said sophomore Saja Yousif. Recogniz-
ing that you’re in the midst of a toxic friendship by evaluating the signs is the 
first step toward extricating yourself. 

We often feel guilty about cutting someone off, but when you realize some-
one is no longer supporting and/or uplifting you, then you should reevaluate 
the friendship. Everyone needs a friend who is constantly uplifting them be-
cause that’s what friends are for. 

What exactly are the signs of a toxic friendship? They get jealous often, they 

By Serenity Perry, The Den Staff

What do you do

toxic?
when a friendship turns

Spring fling

Sophomore Daiara Garcia practices throwing the discus on Feb. 25.  The 
warm weather and sunshine brought many outside.

Photo by K. Roberts

See TOXIC, Page 7



COVID-19 changed the lives of every single human 
across the globe. It didn't just affect one city, county 
state or country, but the entire world.

Though many daily operations have been put on pause, a great handful of 
professionals have been expected to step up their game in providing for the 
public, including the field I work in.

A split between "essential" and "non-essential" has divided which business-
es are obligated to close to prevent the spread of the virus, and which busi-
nesses are expected to maintain normal operations.

The field I work in falls under the "Food and Agriculture" section of busi-
nesses expected to remain open during the epidemic. Though dining rooms 
have been forced to close, that doesn't mean that human interaction with the 

public has stopped.
The decision to continue working and risking my health was extremely dif-

ficult. I was split between my personal wants, and the threats toward the peo-
ple in my household. Although remaining an active worker was an option, I 
remained due to dedication to my company and the needs of the public.

COVID-19 is a deadly respiratory infection, but someone who is exposed 
can go days without experiencing any symptoms. It's even possible to show 
no symptoms at all, yet still transmit the disease to others. I risked my health 
every time I came close to my family.

Continuous hand washing has become normal. Sanitizing the workspace 
went from two times a day, to every hour. Face masks and hand protection is 
the only way we're able to face our guests. Even with that sort of protection, 
the virus could attack anyone at anytime.

By Destiny Rosario, Editor-in-Chief
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Essential workers risk health to deliver service

A lot of

Taylor Theatre students worked hard on their UIL One 
Act Play, Sweat, and were set to perform the show for 
the public on March 12.  But an hour and a half be-

fore show time the show was cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Students and staff never returned to school, so the set still sits on the stage 
as a haunting reminder that life just abruptly stopped. Sadly, these students 
will never get to compete for the UIL One Act Play with this show since the 
contest was also canceled. 

Sweat, by Lynn Nottage, follows a group of friends that work at a local steel 
factory in Reading, Pennsylvania. Their typical favorite restaurant hangout 
becomes the battle ground for destroyed lives when the factory threatens to 
shut down. Tensions explode when workers go on strike only to be replaced 
by non-union replacements. 

Sweat for nothing
Cast:
Stan: Justice Taku
Jason: Amir Torres
Chris: Tajh Mason
Jessie: Natalie Yarborough
Cynthia: Tiara Oles
Tracey: Jennifer Falcon
Oscar: Miguel Rosales
Evan: Caitlyn Pham

Crew:
Stage Managers: Esther Falokun and Oscar T. Hough
Board Ops: Kirsten Bell and Ray Garcia
Stage Crew: Kavitha Henderson, Moise Sainviluste, Cassandra 
Perez, Reyna Vega, Alexia Powell

Photos by Joey Watkins
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make you feel insecure, they constantly criticize you, and they try to change 
your person, along with many other things. We all have bad days but if a 
person is systematically treating you badly, then they are not a good friend 
toward you. 

If they’re not serving a positive purpose in your life it may be time to phase 
those people out. Ask yourself this question, “Are they a radiator or a drain?” 
Does your friend bring your warmth and comfort? If so, they are a radiator 
in your life. Or do they bring you discomfort and negativity? If that, then 
they are a drain in your life. 

How do we deal with toxic friendships? You can change your reaction to 
their negativity. You cannot change the person, you can only change your 
reaction to what they say and what they do. You may also change how and 
when you see them.

Spend as little time as you can with toxic friends. “I avoid toxic friendships 
by telling the person how I feel and then distancing myself from them,” said 
Julian, a junior. 

Reclaim the time and energy you’ve been giving them. Accept that it may be 
a process and keep in mind that distancing yourself is also a gradual process. 

TOXIC, from Page 5
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Emike Agabe, a member of the Crimson Cadettes for three years, has been hired as a performer at 
Typhoon Texas for the summer of 2020. “She has been a creative force on the team,” director Nadia 
Dosal said, “and has been a great big sister to all Cadettes. “I’m so proud of her and excited to see her 
flourish after she graduates. Once a Cadette, always a Cadette!"

Lockdown, stay-at-home orders, 
social distancing.  Call it what 
you will, it’s made for plenty of 

down time during the past two months.  
Still, many students have found inter-
esting and creative ways to avoid bore-
dom.  Here are a few.

"Quarantine is relatively boring, however I’ve 
found ways of entertaining myself for the time 
being. The most interesting thing I’ve been 
doing to avoid boredom is playing games. I’ve 
been particularly playing Roblox to ease my 
boredom. The fun part about Roblox is that it’s, 
in a sense, many games in one game."  
- San San

"The most interesting thing I have done dur-
ing the pandemic is work. I have seen a lot of 
customers who should be in the house and 
also I haven't seen some of my closest cowork-
ers due to them catching the virus. My job has 

been taking extra precautions to ensure that 
no one else catches by taking our temperatures 
and asking us questions every time we clock in. 
They have also sent multiple people home due 
to them having flu-like symptoms. I have also 
seen (drive-up) customers afraid to lower their 
windows." 
 - Giavani Smith

"Me and my family went to get a whole bunch 
of new things to decorate our house and back-
yard. We went to Home Depot and got lights, 
tiki torches, mulch, lights for the cabana outside 
and things to hang on the trees, and solar lights 
to put outside. So when we got back home we 
all decorated a part of the house and made sure 
it looked nice. This was something fun just to 
get out of the house for a little and spend time 
with my family. It kept us busy even though it 
was hot."  
- Voncell Stewart

"I go on walks with either my sister or my cousins. 
I enjoy these walks because it's a way to get out 
of my house and just roam around our street. We 
usually go around our street three times or visit the 
streets near us, which is always nice to see other 
houses besides your own. During our walks we 
usually have very interesting conversations and we 
make each other laugh. I enjoy our conversations 
and the time we spend together."  
- Lindsey Yac

"The most interesting thing I have done is painting 
my face. I have been really bored and normally did 
this at around three in the morning. I painted my 
face as Pennywise, Post Malone and I also painted 
a house with a nice sky. I pretty much did a whole 
Bob Ross tutorial on my face. Surprisingly the 
paint did not damage my face, but instead it made 
it softer. While I did these paintings on my face I 
would go live on Instagram and my viewers actually 
liked my face paintings. My favorite was the one 
with the house."  
- Kimberly Bermudez

"I haven't really done much. I was at my friend's 
house for a couple days. We hung out and were 
playing football. I was also helping him move 
houses. We also were playing video games." 
 - Ziggy Herbig

"I have had lots of time to myself so I've been 
working out a lot. I've spent time taking care of 
my skin and getting over many insecurities that I 
used to have. I've also been working on getting my 
confidence higher and it’s been better so I think I’m 
making progress. This break has been really good 
for me. It has made me better at loving myself." 
 - Samantha Paz

"I think the most interesting thing I've done so far 
is that I've realized how much time I can spend on 
a game and reach extremely high levels of boredom. 
This has to be the most boring thing I've ever seen. 
I used to not like school. Now I'm just waiting for 
them to say we can come back because I'm tired of 
being at the house."  
- Jayden Williams

What did you do on lockdown?

See LOCKDOWN, Page 8



"All this time we've been isolated, I've been ex-
ercising because exercise helps to take away the 
stresses, the bad vibes. It helps you think more 
about you. Exercise has helped me think much 
more about me. Ah, feeling more relaxed!"  
- Berenice Arevalo Callejas

"Really I haven't done anything interesting, but 
if I had to chose one thing I'd probably say paint-
ing my room. I didn't like the color of my room, 
which was brownish and some white. It made my 
room look super dark. I had to move everything 
from my room to be able to paint the whole thing. 
The bed and where I put all my clothes was the 
heaviest thing I had to move."  
- Joel Coreas

"During this time of self isolation and social dis-
tancing I’ve been struggling to find things to keep 
myself busy. One thing I have been doing to make 
time go by faster is work on my car. When I work 
on my car time flies and it makes the day go by so 
much faster. It helps a lot when you have nothing 
to do for weeks straight and can’t leave the house. 
I find it very stress relieving and fun. I have been 
buying parts online and slowly have been making 
my car more to my liking."  
- Ahmed Muridi

"I’ve been on my phone watching videos, or I 
would binge watch TV shows."  
- Kaelyn Powell

"I’ve been working and that mostly takes my at-
tention, but that is also not my way of entertaining 
myself through these times. I have mostly spent 
this time with my parents, and I will admit I am 
a victim of watching some Netflix here and there. 
My parents and I usually just settle in the living 
room and watch a movie together. I really cherish 
these times mainly since I didn’t always have the 
time or chance to do this with them when I was in 
school. I’m usually busy after school as were they, 
and we just didn’t have time to have a bit of fam-
ily time. Now we have more than enough time to 
spend together and just be a family."  
- Alex Baltazar

"The most interesting thing I have done at home 
is spend more time with my family. Before this, we 
would wake up in the morning, go to school, come 
back and do chores. Next thing you know it's time 
to go to sleep and start all over. I have been having 
fun with my family. We communicate more than 
usual and we play together. It's boring but also 
great for me. I do hope that all this ends soon."  
- Gisela Barrera

"I have been cooking a lot. Usually, I don’t like to 
cook but since I don’t have anything else to do I 
decided to cook something really good. The best 
thing I have cooked so far, and my whole family 
likes, is my famous Honey Garlic Butter Shrimp. 
Some ingredients you’ll need for this dish are:
1. Honey -- makes everything sticky but a little 
sweet too
2. Soy Sauce -- one of my favorite sauces to add in 
my dish because it gives you that taste you really 
want from a seafood dish 
3. Garlic -- helps balance out the flavors.
4. Lemon -- helps the dish to have that fresh taste
5. Shrimp -- large ones are the best
6. Butter -- helps to really bring out the flavors ev-
eryone is looking for in a dish and melt inside their 
mouths as they eat it
7. Last but not least, Green Onion -- top it off 
with them before serving. It adds color and it 
makes everyone want to eat them"  
- O Nai Za Be

“Every day in our busy lives, we find ourselves 
caught up with changes as small as clipping your 
toenails to as big as our bedrooms being our new 
work stations. During this extended spring break, 
I've faced burnouts, stress, and I even crawled back 
into bad habits because I haven't adapted to my 
new normal. But in light of that, I'm in the middle 
of reading "The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People" and I can tell you that it's life changing. 
It's currently teaching me to take personal respon-
sibility by being proactive, plan weekly schedules 
and make mission statements to live by. Like a per-
sonal constitution, for reference of who you are as 
an individual. Ever since then, I progressively built 
and maintained  daily habits to improve all aspects 
of my life including exercising, reading, meditat-
ing, etc. I definitely recommend 'The 7 Habits 
of Highly Effective People' by Stephen R. Covey 
to everyone who's looking to personally develop 
themselves in the long run."  
- Perry Ehimuh

"To be sincere, I haven't been doing anything 
special or something that has a deep meaning. 
All I have been doing is my online classes, Zoom 
meetings, assignments, watching TV, cleaning the 
house, updating my weekly planner every Monday 
and sleeping whenever I want. At this point I'm 
tired of closing my eyes. Anything can happen at 
any moment since we are all living on the edge 
nowadays."   
- Lateefat Oyelude

"I’ve never been an artistic person but since there’s 
nothing to do, that’s what I've been doing. I start 
off by sketching my drawing on a canvas and it 
usually takes me 20 to30 minutes or maybe even 
more. It all depends on what I'm drawing. After 
I'm done sketching, I start painting and that part 
is really hard for me. It’s really entertaining for me 
and it makes me feel more relaxed."  
- Ashley Vasquez Gramajo

“The world has been very interesting lately so I 
think the main thing I’ve been doing to keep me 
from dying from boredom is reading and research-
ing what COVID-19 really is and what is really 
isn’t. There is so much information, so every night 
I find myself watching new videos and new up-
dates from valuable sources. On the other hand, 
it’s also interesting to see all the fake stories because 
people really will say anything to freak us out. 
There are articles explaining that it’s this person’s 
fault or if you do this and that you’re more likely 
to get COVID-19. There are so many rumors and 
so many facts that, yes, it’s confusing. I mean, at 
the end of the day, it is kind of depressing because 
there are people falling for these lies. Then again 
you have to have common sense and a decent 
point of view of the world, or just about the virus 
itself to know the credibility behind everything. 
Anyway, that’s what I’ve been researching and find-
ing out what really goes on.” 
- Marli Scott

“The most interesting thing that I have done dur-
ing this time has been that I started working out. 
It’s a very good way to relieve stress and to avoid 
getting bored. Also it helps you with your health 
and well being. There are a lot of benefits to ex-
ercising and people often include it in their daily 
lives because it’s a very good option. Exercising 
helps you control your weight, improves men-
tal health and mood, and also it strengthens the 
bones and muscles. There are several reasons why 
I started working out, but being bored at home is 
what really motivated me to exercise and do more 
for my body. I really enjoy working out. Even if it’s 
just running a mile it helps me in a lot of ways. It 
does more for me than avoiding boredom.” 
- Wendy Zulueta

"When you are stuck at home there is no option 
but to discover ways to keep yourself busy. To beat 
boredom I find myself having a game night with 
my family. Usually, Friday and Saturday nights 
we shop for snacks, candy and soda. We pull out 
a game of monopoly and for hours we are wast-
ing our money, going to jail or stealing the bank. 
It’s all fun and games until you get bankrupt. The 
game tends to last two hours and I still have not 
won a single round. If not that, then we play Uno 
or the popular Hispanic game 'la Loteria' where we 
all try to beat one another just for the fun of it. We 
play till midnight and one player wins it all."  
- Mildred Godinez

"While in quarantine, I have turned to Buzzfeed 
quizzes to keep me entertained. Truthfully, I don't 
know when my descent into this rabbit hole be-
gan, but lately these quizzes are one of the things 
I look most forward to when I wake up. There's 
quizzes to help you determine what fruit you are, 
or where to travel to, and even who your Twilight 
soulmate is. These quizzes have helped me create 
a routine at home, which helps me keep a sense of 
control. They're fun, quick and you don't have to 
study beforehand like with school quizzes." 
- Daphnee Martinez

"During this break I dyed my hair. I dyed it black 
and my mom did it for me. I was sick of my hair 
color -- it was light brown. So I decided it was 
time for a change. I knew I wanted my hair darker 
so I chose black. I went to Walmart and bought 
the dye to do it at home, and here I am with new 
hair." 
- Serenity Perry

"The most interesting thing I’ve done during this 
quarantine is what I promised myself I wouldn’t. 
I have, despite my previous disdain for the app, 
developed a mild addiction to TikTok. My entire 
attitude toward the app has changed as well. I 
originally disapproved of the concept of watch-
ing pre-teens partake in overtly sexual 60-second 
dances; at the very least they could put on clothes. 
Now, however, I’ve found a liking for the app. 
For one, TikTok is separated into two categories: 
a ForYou Page and Following. When you create a 
new account, you select from a variety of content, 
including sports, pranks, cooking, art and more. 
"I’ve also successfully avoided pre-teen sexualiza-
tion. In its place I’ve watched everything from slam 
poetry to daily health updates about the corona-
virus pandemic from real doctors. I’ve laughed, 
wheezed and nearly even cried. I often find myself 
proud of my generation. Because while we’ve made 
mistakes, we’re all dealing with this together. Us-
ing humor to cope with the hardship together is 
healthy and finding out that we’re all very much 
alike is making the loneliness bearable." 
- Brianna Butler

“So far I’ve been taking breaks from the news and 
social media. It helps you distance yourself, even 
a little, from what’s going on and avoid getting 
overwhelmed. When you’re spending time doing 
another activity, you’re automatically removing 
yourself from the barrage of news and social media 
that can be hard to avoid. When you’re practicing 
self-care, and not posting it to your favorite social 
media channels, you really embrace giving your-
self a break from these outlets. It can actually feel 
empowering. Practicing self-care will help a great 
deal to pass the time, and to feel like you’ve done 
something productive with it. I’ve also been spend-
ing time cooking with my mother in the kitchen 
to tighten up on my cooking skills. Everyone 
should know how to cook a good meal. It’s basi-
cally a routine every day. Cooking and laughing 
and playing with your family, playing inside games 
and enjoying the times you’re spending.”  
- Rakaira Williams

The Den 8
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s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g
photosPhotographs can bring us together, even 

when we’re forced to be apart.  Take a 
look at how some Taylor journalism 

students are looking at the world during this 
unique time.
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Dear Allie:
Just Ask Allie

Catch it on
Netflix
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How expensive is senior year?
With the coronavirus causing pretty much ev-
erything to be cancelled, it won’t be as expensive 
this year. Under normal conditions, it depends 
on how much you’re willing to spend. If you 
want to go to prom, you have to buy a ticket 
as well as the proper attire for entry, plus every 
senior wants a yearbook before graduation. Also 
in order to walk the stage you need to purchase a 
cap and gown. Overall, it’s all up to you and how 
much you want to invest in your senior year. 

On a scale of 1 -10, what do you rate Shrek 
from the movie Shrek?
A solid 11

What advice would you give to a student that 
doesn’t know what career to pursue?
Take. Your. Time. You still have time to figure out 
what you like and what career you want to pur-
sue. You can take summer classes, or volunteer for 
internships so you get a feel for what you want to 
do. Besides, when you apply for college you can 
go in as an undeclared major, which allows you to 
explore your options your first year on campus. 

How do I stop overthinking in a relationship?
Don’t be afraid to talk to your partner and ex-
press your concerns because that might be why 
you’re overthinking. Also establish a sense of trust 
with the person you’re in a relationship with. It 
might help you more than you think.

Why is life so unfair?
Life is life, that’s just the way it is. Things just 
don’t always go our way, but don’t think of it 
as life being unfair. Think of it as an extra step 
taken to get where you’re supposed to be in life. 
Keep your head up and look at the positives the 
obstacles in life may bring.

How do you know what college is good for 
you? 
Depending on what your definition of the per-
fect college is, you can go on college tours for 
Universities you have an interest in and see if it’s 
right for you. Look at dorm sizes, classes that are 
offered, etc. These things will definitely steer you 
in the right direction.

How do I get out of a relationship mentally?
The feelings that come after a breakup can be 
painful and you might miss the person you were 
once so in tune with, but it’s important to not 
let that keep you from growing mentally. Take 
the relationship as a learning experience. Think 
about it for a while and remember the good 
times spent with your partner and move on. It 
might be difficult at first, but clearing your mind 
of them and doing things you enjoy can help get 
you in a more positive headspace.

What can I do my senior year to prepare?
The four years of high school are not just for you 
to go to school, they’re preparing you along the 
way for your future. Senior year should be the 
year where you are not only preparing for the 
future, but also getting ready to step into the 
beginning of it. Try to have everything you need 
for college applications and don’t wait too long, 
so once you graduate you can take the world 
head on. 

If you’re in need of a new show to binge watch or want 
something interesting to look at on Netflix, here are a few 
recommendations that might peak your interest. Whether 

it be to pass the time, relieve stress or pure entertainment, you 
should definitely give these shows a watch.

I Am So Not Okay With This 
From the director of “The End of the F***ing World”, and the executive 
producer of “Stranger Things”, “I Am So Not Okay With This” is about a 
teenage girl by the name of Syd who lives in the town of Brownsville, and is 
currently mourning the passing of her father. During this time, she discovers 
she has powers that activate when she’s angry or emotionally distraught, and 
she uses the help of a boy by the name of Stanley Barber to figure out where 
they originated from. 

The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina
Sabrina Morningstar is just like your typical high school teenager...except she 
has the powers of a witch. With her father being a warlock and her mother 
being human, Sabrina faces trouble with balancing her half-witch life. The 
first challenge she faces is signing the Book of the Beast which binds her to 
the Dark Lord, someone the witches look to for guidance. Yet, she doesn’t 
want to and this sparks a series of unfortunate events for her and her family. 

On My Block
A group of four high schoolers, Monse, Cesar, Jamal and Ruby, have been 
friends for quite some time. But their friendship is tested once they cross 
paths with Latrelle, who is involved in gang related activity. In an attempt 
to keep Latrelle from harming the group of friends, Cesar asks his brother 
Spooky for help, ultimately leading to a series of chaotic events.
  
When They See Us
Based on the Central Park Jogger Case that opened in 1989, the limited se-
ries, “When They See Us” focuses on the lives of Korey Wise, Kevin Richard, 
Raymond Santana, Jr., Antron McCray and Yusef Salaam after they were 
accused of assaulting and raping a woman named Trisha Meili. Over the 
span of four episodes, we see the five boys face 6-13 years behind bars for 
something they never did, how the accusation greatly affected their lives and 
how a detective helped bring them justice years later.  
    
The Trials of Gabriel Fernandez
This limited docuseries focuses on the murder of eight year old Gabriel Fer-
nandez, who was tortured to death by his mother Pearl Fernandez and her 
boyfriend Isauro Aguirre. The docuseries offers public footage of the trial 
that determined the fate of both Pearl and Isauro, and goes into detail about 
the torture Gabriel experienced before his death in 2013. The series shows 
some photos of Gabriel’s injuries and the public’s reaction to the case. 

By LaRiyah Williams, The Den Staff

I’m even stressed out because I now have more homework than I ever have in my 
previous high school career. 

But above all I’m royally pissed off. 
We could’ve prevented this, or at least slowed it down.
We could’ve been informed.
We could’ve stayed at home sooner. 
We could’ve ensured the rest of what’s supposed to be one of the best years of 

our lives. 
We could’ve saved lives. 
We could’ve kept families together; made sure that some little girl somewhere 

would see her dad walk through the front door one more time.
Instead we’re powerless, like sitting ducks, waiting for the worst to come.
And it seems to be only a matter of time. 

we would end up like this. I was kind of just living in the moment, which 
I'm kind of happy I did because I spent my last free days with my friends 
before everything went on lockdown. 

But one thing that seriously bothers me is that I barely remember my last 
day of high school. I remember the first period and that's about it. Little 
things pop up here and there but I'm still blanking on the basics. I just 
remember coming home, seeing the tweet that school was canceled and 
spring break started early. I was happy because I was supposed to have a 
statistics test the next day. Plus Friday was supposed to be "Read Across 
America" day, so I was like, oh well, we’re not missing anything. 

As weeks go by I start to miss school more and more and hope things get 
back to normal. But I've already accepted this reality and I can't sit around 
and be upset about it. We just need to go on with life, but with precautions, 
so this can all go away.
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